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IF WE FAIL • • • 
A Mr. Cooper, seeking particulars about an ol d paper called 

"All y Sloper'• Half-Holi day" wrote to the I llustrated London News. 
That famous periodical J'lt ~:r. Cooper in touch with Collec t ors ' Digest , 
and we were able to send him a few facts though we could not supply him 
with a copy of the paper he des i red. 

I wonder whether , in fifty years til:!e, when most of us have 
passed on, it will be equally difficult for anyone int erested in the 
old Magnet i n the ye:,r 2012, to obtain inf oma tion or a copy of the 
paper. Probably not , if we have done our jobs proper l y , but we can ' t 
bank on it . 

In our Memorial Number last conth we ended wit h these words: 
If.!!!!. f ail , then who will ''"'"' "'ber with the pass i ng of t ioo? Those 
words were not careless l y or thoughtl ess ly writ ten . It is well that 
we should recal l them now and th en. 

Ill m>!ORY OF FRANK RIC!!ARIB: 
Our 40 page issue last month I n Memory of Frank Richards was a 

giant undertaking , both for our Editorial departcent and for our 
printers who rose ""'61}ificen tly to the occasion. i'e feel that you 
feel that it was worth every moment and every effort i:ut int o i t . 
Lett ers of touching apprecia t ion have poured int o t his of fice from al l 
over the country and all over the worl d. 

i'e are not printing extracts frail th ese letters , for they all 
speak in si.cilar t eros . Here, however, is just one, which is 
.. ---,-- ... ---Ol-"'•~•-·-----·-N 1"1fflfl'H'--'lff'U/Hlffl-flll 



Page 3 
..... , ................ - ... ,- ............................... """'llf"'"'""'"~-· ....... _ .. ,_ ... _ ... , .................................................................. , ................ ., ........... ~ 
representative of t hem all. Rey Ho!'{ins wrote: 

"A few woros t o tell you of the apprec i atio n of IIIY fa t her 
and ciyself for t he wonderful In Meoory of Frank Richaros 
i ss ue of Collect ors ' Digest. Frankly I was so coved , I 
was unable t o finish it t he first tice at one s itting. 
The tribut es were wonderful, i n woros that one .:ould like 
t o think one could have writt en oneself . 
Truly , t hi s was an i ssue one will go back to "88,in and 
agai n, to ad.-:iir e Hr . Chapnan's centre J>08eS and to look 
agai n a t t he happy faces of Harry Wharton and Tom Merry 
(a brilliant id ea to reproduce these t wo portraits) and 
to read the bea ut i ful ly wri tt en tri but es . Thank you, 
Mr. Editor, f or an iss ue to cherish." 

AN I SSUE TO CHERISH: 
So cany reader used those self - swr.e words . I f ound a sa d j oy i n 

t he words . For that was the aim of that special = ber - an i ssue fo r 
r eaders t o cheri sh - and I am happy and gn,tifi ed t ha t readers found 
it just t ha t . 

Charl es J,,y wrot e : "You t ell of r eade r s unburdening thei r grief 
i n l et t ers to you , a t th e pass i ng of Charles Hamil t on. Sure l y thi s in 
it se lf, i s a fin e tribute to Col l ec t ors I Diges t. 11 

Pcr hnps it was, in a way, but it was the death of that gram old 
gentl= , down in t he Gard en of England, vhich t ouched t he heart s of 
so many readers who were stunn ed and stri cken· by t he news which t hey had 
known :nust come one day soon . It was a glo wing and remarka bl e tri bute 
t o his work, hi s i nflue nce , his l ife . 

A M&\ORIAL TO FRANK HICF!ARL6? 
Many re aders have wri tt en in support of our suggestion of a funi 

t o raise a subsc ri pti on for th e Pla ying Fields Assoc i at ion , wi th the 
e.ic of a playing field to be known as the Frank Richards Fie l d . It 
would, of course , be an iil:anense undertaking t o l aunch such a fund , and 
it might we ll be beyond poss i bilit y f or our c lub s . 

Various other sugges tions have come i n . Here a.re sa:ie of them: 
The f oundat ion of a scholarship t o a public school . The purchase of 
a pi ece of ground t o be used as a cemetery for animals . The forma ti on 
of a uait for making fillns fro m Charl es Haciilt on ' s stories , and the 
equipping of a snall th eatre or cineoa for t he display of such films. 
The endowcient of a Frank Richards Ward in a children ' s hospital . 

THE NEii WHO' S WHO: Owing t o our special issue l as t month , we were 
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unable to issue our usual remind.er. Therefore we are extending the 
cl osing date for the receipt of Who's wi,o entries till March 10t h. 
If you have not yet returned your Who's Who entry , will you please 
do i t at once to hel p us to make the new 1962 edition as comprehensive 
as possib l e . 

LAST MONTl! 'S COVER: 
Many canpl iments have been sent us concerning the cover of our 

la.st issue . It was the work of our brilliant artist, Mr. Henry webb 
of Bury St . Edmunds, who sat up near ly all night in orde r t o respond 
to cy request to him for a cover for an issue to treasure . 

THE EDI TOR. 

* * * * * * * * * 
RESULT OF OUi. IECrZ.!BER COMPF.'l'ITION 

Once agai n our monthly conte st proved very popular. Every ent ry 
was careful ly consi dered , and the follo11ing receives t he first Book 
Prize : Christopher Lowder of Cradley , Malvern . 

The following was Mr. Lowder I s entry: 

"Strange , don ' t you t hink , " said Sext on Blake t oday in Ye Ol de 
Cynique Inn, "that t he oyste r ious l!lail in black , who is almost a 
resident rascal now, onl y got away with a few odds and ends instead 
of t he real Gems of Hamiltonians? It ' s £10 1000 to a shill i ng that 
the press paint hiJ:l as a very gal l ant gent l eman, when, in actual 
fact - ha ! ha ! ha ! - he ' s really no larger than life . Now I' m off 
to drink a t oas t to the career of Nelson Lee a t D' Arcy' s Christi:ias 
Party . Before I go I crust make a spacial reques t to you to see the 
Victoria Pal ace Show. It • s later than you t hink . Cheerio !" 

The second Book Award goes to E. N. Lacbert of Chessington . The 
following was Mr. Lambert ' s entry : 

A very gallant gentleman gave a grand welcome t o Elaine from 
Hove at t he Annual Dinner. So m!llll,· friends were gathered together 
and a toast was proposed to the old and the new. "Does aeyone 
reo.eober the cyste ri ous man in black:?11 asked the resident rascal , 
anxious t o keep Austral i a i n t he picture . The general commentary i n
dicated that th ere were no acknowledgecents . The main topics were 
odds and ends concerning artists and how they begsn . Those were the 
d~ys when everyone had a chance to vote, and a survey of the vot i ng 
,_..,.,_, ,. ,_ ,,.,~.,, ,,-.. , ~, .,,.,... ,.,_,., , ,. ,_ ... ,..,,..,.,,..,,.,.. ,.,_ ,,,..,. ....... _,.,.,,,_,., , ....... .,,Hl<ol1" ... ""'"'.,. '""'""""'""'"'"'"""" '" ' .... , ... .,, ... ...,,.,,.. .. ,.,.,., 
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sh owed that IC.ore progress concerning cri tici Sl!l was made·. There was no 
change f or the sake of change , and no s t ate of fear exi s ted . 

RE.SU!li' OF OUR JAIIUARY COMPETITION 

The correct so lu t ion in t his cont est was: Crai l le ; Wingate ; 
Browne ; Smythe; Templ e ; Redfern; Kildare ; Morningt on : Waldo; 
Snoop; Hamilton . 

Large llUilbers of r eaders sent in correct solu t i ons ( we ha ve many 
vecy cl ever fo llc in the clan) , end so we award the t wo prizes t o t he 
senders of t he first c.orrect solutions re ceived . The two book pri zes 
are awarded to : 

J . K. llORGA?i (Liverpo ol ) and ERIC LA'IIREJICE (Wokinenam). 

OUR MARCH COMPETITI ON 

llhat did the •lagne t say t o the Gem? One se nten ce onl y , please , 
on a sheet of paper or a pos t card . Your sentenc e may be witty , or 
scathing , or topical. Aeyt hi ng you like . You may if you wish use the 
rw.es of .!!!lY. papers . For inst ance , the question can be "W:·.at di d t he 
Union Jack say t o t he Detective Weekly" or "Ir.mt did t he Nel son Lee 
say to the Monster Lib rary? 11 

Example: In January 1938 the Magnet sa i d t o t he Gam: 
111 see they 've cut you down to size , Pal ." 

A Book Award will be made t o eac h of the new re aders whose 
entries tickl e t he F.di t or ' s f ancy th e most . 

Cl os i ng date : Maret. 16th , 1962 . 

YE OLDE CYNIQUE INN 

The opinions expresse d by t he husband of thi s house are not 
necessarily those of t he Management. 

WANTED: Ranger series circa 1931. Sky Devil s (G. Roches t er) . B. F.L. 
circa 1933 . 
h11GJ:!E.S, . 33 , FOUNDRY ROAD, WALL HEA!l'H, BRIERLY HILL, STAFFS • 

........ , .. ,., ............... ,~"'"" .. """"""""''""'"''""''"' ... '"'''"''''""""·''""''lll"'"'"''"''''m,NHJHll""''"'"'"'"''"""'"mlll,I""""""""''"""""""""""""''" 
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No , 5• •JERDfY AT CIU.U:- (Hugh Wali22!!) 

I always think It 81 ·Interesting txpe rlment llhen an author as lntem at lonal l,y 
tam:ius as Sir Hugh Walpole tackles a schoo l story, te,eelall.J' 'fflen he produc es .such a 
.splendid ettort as In tb ta particular case. 

• Jt.l"'f!lll" at Crale• was Ur .st publt !hed In 19'Z7 end h4s been reprinted marur t 1G'.18s 
since . It ls !:be th ird or a trllOQ or s tories nr l tten bf th e author about a boy named 
J'ereQ' Cole. 1'1e f irst ... •Jeretrr - tlhons th e hero at the age ot e ight. In th e s econd • 
•J~ and H8'1let• - he Is now aged t en. tt t ells of fU['ther adventure s at bis hocie, 
at scbool mld on holidays. The thi rd sto ry , rnlr.recl tn thi s series, with JereQY at the 
age or 15, la a yarn ot publle school ltr e. }ti' opinion t s thet u. ts tt.e best or the 
tllree. 

Sir Hueh Walpole cakes It quit e clear that It Is a yarn of school life tn t he lat e 
90's or earU, 1900' s. I think that most of rr, rettiers wil l agre e tllat boys required a 
cert ain UXUlt or •toughness- t o go t.o any scbool ln l ate Vic to r ian and Edwardian t tees. 
Such uperteneea as they wmt tbrolgh have nowadays been happ i ly eonsl gned to th e 11:t>o 
or the past . It Is Intere st ing to not e , hOffever, th a t even today t,ws make their entry 
Into a sailo r school, nhether Publtc , Gramoar or Seconder, , wi th a certain 8D01.J')t or 
t replda t ton 'ffllch t s not SUf'l)rl s lng r or It la their rtrst essay In lite. 

Apart tl"(lc,. a t e,1 cdd ret erenees, tllst))' ot t! r:ie and place, h or,,ever, ' JeN!ClY' at 
Cral e-1 might wel l be a ato:cy o r lire at any modern board ing school. As one or the a:ist 
tmaoua and pro li fic school story writers or All t ine has recartced In th e pages .ot th is 
l!la&azlne •no -well written s tocy can ever be QI.I. ot dat e . • 

It would be Interesting to know flhether •crale- Ul8 school rentured , was a real 
one , tmder a dl!KUISed neJ:le . It Is supposed to be slt 'Jat f!d near the coas t. ffle only well 
knOl'ln Publlo SChool J knCM" near tb e sea la Rossa ll. I am not a,ror e whet her Slr HU@h 
Walpole was ever at tbat school but pertlaps ~ will be able to enli ght en oe. 

nw story of •Je:ra::u at cr ale• ls s tmpi, tbe stoJY or Jereccy Col e ... •st oekytl to 
hi s fri ends and &mtrers ... dur l~ the cours e ot a wlntert a t em. ~lMn the story opens 
Jerecy has just won his reoon from th e lOfl'er to th e o lddle school and fl"OQ ltlen on we 
follow h !Q thro""1 all the 18£1lt or im tlon s 'lllhleh Jmric a boy ls progress to1'1al'ds ~ 
hood. For th i s Is a P3Yehologleal sto :r,r and a htlhl.Y et rect lve one.- Only the 'Looa ot 
\'oUl'l!." perhaps , can approach It tn thi s re spect. 

The author does not forget charac ter i sation , s'K1 he gives us sp l eOOld portraits or 
both Ute m aters 8lld boys. tbe Revd. Charl es Dal E!le, Hea:lcaste r or Crale , Mr. Leeson , th e 
Houseoast er, Ml". Parlow , Jerect,' 1s Fon,.oaster , 6N beU eve!lbl e peopl e. Another splendid 
adult cl't8r'acter ts J erew •s mcl e Sactuel, a rather eccentric fig ure 1'iXI aikes a br1et 
vis i t to the scl'lool durlll& th e course or th e book. Then the bays .. Je~ Col e h lcse lt , 
l over of poetr)" and brtlll&n t halt-b ack at Rugger; l!i,al'kec:1 out a., a potential lead er or Ute 
Schoel, 1 Red' Stalre , JeN!l!q•s enecu , Sll)erclllous and sure or hl mseH but wtth the 
caktngs of a great erl cketer , Charl es Nor&an. rbe mall new boy 1'11lo goes through soliW'"" 
thin& li ke hell for Jera:iY• s sake aD1 •JUt::t>o9 Payne , qu i et and r ett r llli , J ere117•s f r i end -
ead'I a distinct separa t e Personal it y . 

As with th e stars , ao wtt.h the supportlrc cut . \al at a plt7 that S.Jcb splendid 
air.or characters as steev ens , Je~•a fellow haltoobacic, U ewel}Jrn, Comer and Ridley , 
tl:IN:!e sen tcr boJ's, C:auntl et 800 Harlowt, JerettYfs stooym t es , Baldock a,xt cr,,q,, Ute two 
j1.11tors \flo make f OWl& <llarl es l'1ol'gEll•a lit e Sllcll: a o lsc ry an:t Hr. &.llt , th e Gaoea 
Naster , were not able to pl ay a l arger par t In the yam. It ei ght have spoJlt th e c~ 
ple ted pl ctm'e , of oourse , ao we nis t be ccnt ent with Yll.at the tWthor has ghen us. 

Sir Bush Walpole d id not t orw:et the 11>Qrt 1rc angle . th e Ruuer .sequences are 
~erb lllhlle the f ight bet "900 J eregy am ' Beet- St a lre Is brllllsntl.)' dexr l btd. 

r ban al•~• trldentood that Sir Hugh Walpole was !!fl Inte ll ec tual tYPe or ~ He 
-""-·--·-- .. ----..- ... y .. ,., ______ , .. . --~ .. - .. ._._ .......... . ..... -- ... . ..... ~ .... . .... ... -, ... __ ..... _._,.,, , 
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was ali,o fll"1 short al&hted. and on l},ta Olll'I eonreaston had a partteularl7 trylrw; tlM at 
school . It ls great.11 to ht s credtf., tbererore , t bat 1n • Jeri!q' at. cra1.- he produced a 
book that 11 ,o readable Ef')d has .stood the test. ot t.lme so well that lt 11 IIICb. better 
knoffl than ldl7 or itie aut.hOr« s famous noTels on tll\tch hie reput at.too 90 lar&•17 N.U . 

WsoWk-rs28N~~1~;: ~~ .~,~~:4;224;:~.~~.Exri!!e~:o~~~!!~~t~~r;:~ 
356, )95 . • 
PAUfll, 1211 SHIPLD' Flfl.00 ROAD, FRIZUDWJ .. , BR.UlfORD, TCRml IRE. 

2.~-~ ~~:.~: ~=:se~1~!!:~ ~~t~~; =~ ens 06lls e~, 
ND/PQ\T, 8 OXIL\ ROAD, T<Jt(llll.T • •• ., .... ___ • ______ ., .. ____ __ ___ __ .. ___ , R 

rat SAi.£ (!, g:cyAl«lE: 1d or lid lbton Jacb , Konat.er Librari es , s.o . L. {Greyfrters), 
Nug et s (Hel son Lee) , Detect.he Weekl,ys , 1 Vol, Hagnet 1573 • 90, 32 Hagnets be tweeo 
t 5C6 and 1660. 20 Boys ttagazlnes , 7 Prairie Llbre.rles . 12 s .o.L. (St , F'rank.9) , 
10 ~ Karvel s . Vol. ChUllS 1933, Vol . Yoq tn&land. Vol, Puck Comic Annual , 1940. ~---·~--·-22 __ w_CH_s~~-=-~~~~~~~ ·-!·----- __ _ . __ _ 
IW11LTCNtA.li LtBR.ART ndon 8 eetton We now have 1178 differen t lta::i.s of pre-
"31' SI.II ton ana ava able or oan, eoTerln1r all period s from 1907 to 191.0. As a r ea ult 
of increased atocks , we ant again prep ared to ai:S!llt a few more post al Slbscl'"l~r s mose 
bona tide s Cell be TOucheCI f or by Club oect>ers or fr i ends . It you are Intere st ed , sand 3 
.3d st.a:;, to ROOD. JDf i:t.NS, 'THE FIR.611 &AST'flUI ROAD, HA.VANT, RANTS. 

~~a~~,2~ ' ~,4~1~~~e~ :
0
~1;: :~t1

:-'~~: ~~ .
3IT41:5r:~;,s~ .~~62. 

1163, 116ii, 1165, 1167, 1168, 1169, 1171, 1173, 1174, 1175, 1171, 1178, 11'79, 1181, 1182, 
12113, 1249. Schoolboys • Ol'l'ls: 215, 217, 219, 221, 244, 247, 269. 
Please writ e to: ROOrn JENKINS, •rnE FIRS9, El8TflU! ROAD, HAVANT, RANTS. 

f~}~~!:;I~~ ~~. ~}4~ ~~ ~ :o~=l~=:s1;35~c. ~~~--~tht~~~r, 
copi es dated l atter part of 1935 8Jld al l 1936, !HE KfLCNET.. Bomd copt es or otber-
"lse required dated 19.32, 1933, 19}4 or 1935, f"Ul.l deta il s and pr t ce requi red to: 

~,~.~=-"~~~ ... ~-:..~-~~ & ro •• ImtllN, WALSAU.. ---- --- ----

~ Gem 1378, 11AGNET 11.67, 1563, 1566, 1584, 1585. Holiday AMuals. Pric e to: 
R. HaXiSOl, •BUE Ci.\81.El311 , 47 oatt>CJmALE ROAD, !1ANSF'tE1D, l«>TTS. -- .. ··---------
~.~~ ~~.~:sm~;;:·::1~~:·~=-~·~·~· ~r~ !.°; :.!: 
replac eoent coptes ot both Det eotlve WeeklY and Tbrlller. 
VIC OOLBY, 8 BEREEF<RD .AVOOE, BEVElU..f HIU.S, N.s.w •• .AlSTRALU.. 

WANTm: b7 BOB BLYTHE JUntor . War Picture Llbr8J1' . Rep].y giving m.abers and price to 

~' 40 fl.LmOE ROAD, OOU.l:..:•..:H;.:I;:U.::•..:La=lla<:.::.::•:...":::·:.;W::•1..:0:.• -- ------ - 
WAN!'fJk He&nets Nos. 28, -'9, 6'/J, 768, 933 and 1c:66 to coci,lete set, Totr prtce pa id. 
iirI..;' W'1!1._&81EUNCHA!f )«)UiE_._ LOJ!!!!!.....~N!.,!W!.1,,_ __ _________ _ 

WANTED - WANTfD - w.urrtD US OOLIDAT ANNUALS. Rep}y g lYlng pric e and date t o: 
:mni uo,-;-iimls lEmbu. , IIATLOCK. 
,,....,.,.,,11-•11-.,lfll-"''"'""'"~'"'"'"'"''"''"'"'-" "'"""""-"'"""'"'""'"'Hl"'",...,.."''-l""""""''""'-"'"''""'I/Nlfllmm,m,,.,.,.,.,.,.,,,., 
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~ e:::::.,e~1~~A~'/Jis~·~ .~~~0~!4stJii;,:~ orrereci or 
~ s.a.L •., 42, 2:58. Nelson Lee No. 130 (old se.rt e1). Tour Pl"lce paid plus pos t age. 
ni.e advertiser had socie s.o . L1 a, Nelaoo Lees , Gems md f'lagnet s ror excha,ge onlY. 
SRU.N HOLT, BRITISH 0'8ASSY, R.£T1CJAVJK, JCa.A..>I>, -----------W.uff'ro: s.O. L'S Nos. 60 &. 68. Nodern 8oY No, aJ9, Hagnet tlos . 829, 862 - 865, 867, 868, 
~4, 879, 98t., 966, 8'17, 90(),. al.. R. WILSON, 1Go BRootf'tEI.D RO/.O, CI ... A.~W, N,1, ·--·--·---------- ·--··--------··-----------
~ OEffi tm, most ls .sues between 412 and 500: oost issues be• en 712, and 879; 
IB;953, 956, m , 900, 966, 965, 969, m, 992, 993, 998, 1129, 1,so . 
DUC PAYNE, EICllSIOR HOll3E, GROVE ROAt", .BWITOI , STJRR£Y. 

CAN t.lff coro SAHAAITAN REl.P? Only one coi., or troE1lN BOY ls needed to c<:1:1>let e .in entire 
set troci No, 1 to the end . ONLY ~ ls needed. It ;you can hdp , pl ease ,ir lt e to : 
Cll• R, WI~ , 100 BROOf'F JELD ROAD, OUSGOW, N,1, 
.. -----· .. ---- ·---"-... ~------·---·- ·---"·--·----------- ·--
1:1 ea.ch ottered ror good eoptes or the roll ow1ng H.agnet s: lo , 52, 134, 195, 2<6, 238, 
239, '07. 11.ao YB'ltecl He.gnet s Nos • .318, 319, ."544, .% , 3}.I,, 347 , Y.il, 358, llXJ, 417 , 
422, k35', "'9 , ~. ti>9, 719, 752, n>, 809; cost i ssues between 821 aR1 890: 900, 
9Z1, 924, 925, 936, 9l3 , 91/l, 942, 9q} , 91P, 951, 965, 96'1, 988, 996. Your prtce paid 
or liberal exchanges . VoltD?s bought conta!n ln& cri:, ot t.he above nucbers . Cood con
·dl tt on essential . EJllC_FJ.YNE, Ela:i.SICI!. HOU3t, .. CROVE RO.W, SllUUTW, Sl.RRET. -----

e.1~:~:.8~: ~~: i:.~1~'~s:·~: ~.37Un1~·J~; ~ : ~ : ~ : ~~: ~; .~~,l:~~;~· 785, 786, 788, 793, 798, 800, 802, 803, 809, 811, 813, 814, 818, 

?F.S. J. PACKMAN, 27 J..RCHDlil.E ROAD, EAST OUI..WICH, u:1moo, B.E. 22. 

O!I SALE SOON IN ALL GOOD BOOKSHOPS 

A Lasting Hemorial to the 1-forld ' s Greatest writer 
of School Stories 

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF 

FRANK RICHARDS 
with a SUl'l'Lll!Em pre pared by ra r e FAYNE 

and many pages of splendid pictures. 

A "Must" for every reader of Collect ors • Digest . 

Price 25/ -
Order your copy NOll from your local 

Bookseller . 



THE ·ROUNDTABI.E .. 

BLAKIANA 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKJ,:Jl!!, 27 Archdale Road, East Dulwich , 

London S. E. 22 

The penulticnte Jl8I'88I"'ph of Derek Adley ' s litt l e a rticle , to be 

found in this issue , poses a very interesting and controversial question -

"Supposing his (Bl.D..1<e' s) naoe had been Jackson Dreke , would we atill 

have felt the sai:,e about hilp?" For myself , I would say YES. ANY sur 

nac,e, given many years of promnence , t ends to become an integral part 

of the character it represents . What is YOUR view? 
Thanks t o Derek Adley , Julius Lennard , 11. T. Thurbon , Vi ctor 

Colby (all the way from Australia) , Tan Hopperton and Stanley Smith ( the 

latter through the cour te sy of Eri c Feyns) , t he i.mcediate problem of 

material. for Blaldana is eased . Nevertheless , the general situation 

is still acute ! 
JOSIE PAOO!A.li 

* * * * * ·-----·--·---------------------



THE MAGIC OF BLAKE 
By Derek Adley 

In correspondence vi th Blake author George Woodman a year or two 
ago , he showed great willingness t o help in research that I was working 
on at the tiDe . He told me that he had not had a great deal of success 
in the Blake field , mainly due to the fact that he had tried his luck 
a few years too late; scope had becoae very J.i:,ited, and it was, in fa ct , 
in the Detecti ve Weekly that his only two Blake yarns appe8l'<'d. 

George Woodman wrote mainl y for D. C. Thomson before going over 
to adult stories . He said ·thatJ-.is broth er, Thomas Woodcan, had written 
far more yarns for boys ' papers than himsel f. 

He went on to say that Blake was a great favourite of his , and 
asked whether I thou8bt that there was a great simi lc:ri ty between all 
the well-Jmown detectives in boys ' fiction , say. Sexton Elake , Neloon 
Lee and ot hers like Vernon Read. He suggested that Sherlock !iolmes was 
like an elder broth er to them. 

There is probabl y a l ot of truth in t he similarity he mentions, 
and it has given r,e a lo t t o think about . I s t here real ly a great 
difference between the detectives featured in boys ' papers , and is it 
really th e name of Sexton Bl ake that endears itself in our oinds rather 
than t he actual characterisation? 

Tho early det ectives such as those previously o.entioned were, in 
the main, stereotyped, and the authors of Blake quite often wrote of 
other detectives, always in a silil.i.lar vein and each vi th his own boyish 
assistant . I t was also a fact that stories written for the Sexton 
Blake Library and the Union Jack by such authors as R.H. Clifford 
Gibbons, Richard Goyne, G. H. Teed, etc . , were at times reje c ted , 
whereupon the main characte r nac?eS were changed and the stories in 
many cases accepted for the Dixon Hawke Library, I ::right add that this 
also happened vice versa . 

Stories with the same basic ingredients were p.iblished as Jack 
Keen detective yarns in t he Kinooia Comic and Film Fun, and as Colwyn 
Dene s tories in the Champion. 

A Bl ake writer nearly always figured in th e authorship of the 
yarns which , in many cases , had been altere d froo one detective t o 
another according to where the demand was at the t ime. 

I well remember how I l oved to see Basil Rathbone pleying 
Sherlock Holmes on the screen , for he was my idea of how Sexton Blake 
should look . Paget I s Sherlock Hol.J:les als o por trayed Blake as I saw 
him. Don't ask me how I got these impressi ons , for I cannot explain 
.it . I admit that it ia Eri c .. Parl<er who has pain t ed. the most_fm:,ilia r . 
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Blake in our minds in hi s i nterpretation of t he det ective ; probably the 
main reason for his success with Bl ake i s due t o the fact t hat he has 
drawn so many pictures of him in up- to~te garb , and i n a more modem 
setting - so much so , t hat i t has L'llpress ed itself on us . But if 
Parker ' s Blake had not existed to confuse me, I woul d always have 
t hought of Blake i n the way t hat Paget drew Holmes. 

What is i t, t hen , that makes us plump for Bl ake every time? I s 
it because there is magic in his name? Certainly , more st ories have 
been written about Blake than any othe r detecti ve in fiction; but 
su pposi ng his name had been Jackson Drake, would we s t ill have fe l t the 
same about him? 

For the record , when George Woodr!l.an was younge r he was se l ected 
as a model for an artist doing a sketch of Sherlock Holmes ' head for 
the omnibus volume of the lk lmes s t ories . ~ I belie ve appeared in 
the 1953 Sherlock Hol.J:>es Exhibition i n Baker St r eet , London. 

* * * * * * * * * 
"REI'.<Y!'E CONTROL" 
By Stanley Smith 

( concluded ) 

Setto n Bl a.lte P"Ut doi'tll h is f!Cl')t f cup. 
•Now, Cout ts , ffllat 's th e troubl e?• 
ffle cm f rom the Yard tl n lshed ltgh ttn g his p ipe . 
•tt• s t.he S i r Robert Na.90n case , " he sa id . •We see:! ro be up agains t a t.r tck waUJ • 
•s tr Robert Mason?• Blake l eaa:.ed ro~. •The car cnnutaeturer'? I' ve read about 

It .- occi dent or sui cide? It ' ll eerr.atn l,y anke a b ig s t ir on t he Stock £xche.ngel 11 

•wen . !Uek.e• Coutts put t ed. a e!oud.o t s t rong SZ!!Oke as he ansiver ed. • I think i t ' s 
worse - I don' t see how lt CM be eltlu :r acc ld€nt or sutc l de.. I thi nk It ' s ""1.rder t • 

•Murder?• Tinker broke In . •But .:i.11 the pa:>ers . .... • 
•The pnper sl • re t or ted Coutts . •Ttiey s.e,y - what do they say? - l et t heo SEIYI 

Sur e].y you know tha t by now, Tink er .• 
• A.11 r i ght, both ot yout• r apped Bl ake . • come on, Cout ts , l et ' s have th e vflol e 

sto ry . • 
•Rtgl'lt l r orge t all you•ve r ead - her e' s t he outli ne. S ir Rober t Ha.son, th e car 

t'l8ll , ts a wldoNer. He liv es IX>st.ly a t a London Clltl and spends ht s holidays and weekends 
at h i s Yorkshire house. lt •s quit e sc.al l but wi th l arge growlds tha t Includ e part ot th e 
sea coas t. OnlY a r e" eervSl ts - been wl th hl m tor years . He has two ccrs - kee ps one 
In London and the other at th e house .. • 

•Tr avel s up by t rai n, 1 suppose? • broke In Paula . 
•Tes, alrm,ys, • r eplied Cout t s. •Reck.oned to do hi s reed ing on t he ;Journ ey - sa id 

lt was the onlY chance tie a:ot. AAY'fta::t, th e n i ght before l as t he went ror a run rotnd th e 
esta t e In th e car - Md he never ca::te backl • 

•was It usual t or hi m to go r id ing ro lni th e esta t e?• asked Blak e. 
•Yes , qui t e nof'Eal . He sa id th at he lik ed to blow th e cobwebs alf a)' "°" ~d th en , 

and he had good roads everywhere . But yesterdaY t:10mlng h i s car was t oU'ld. eq,ty and 
locked on one side or th e road Mhleh rm., al ong the t op or th e clltr o.t th e near est pai nt 
mere th e sea cooes t o th e house . Thi s road Is about tltty yarda: t ree th e actual curr 
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edBe, tlld r oughly a mtl e tro t:1 the house.• 
CQut ts put amv his pipe , whtch had gone out . 
•nie tact tbat Sir Robert Md not oo:ne back,' he wmt m , •was d bc.owred lua t 

tier ore e tght In the morn 1111. n,e aervant toot l.n hl11 te a Md t Olnl tha t the bed had not 
been slept In. She went dCMn a t once and to l d the others . • 

•Ttle 001.ers?:1 Blake cut tn. •What orJ\ers? • 
• str Robert •s two nafltlews of ten stw there . Both are kem on tldllng - t here's 

good spon th ere . When the maid tol d thea 8bout th eir unc le , they coll ec t ed the only 
other tlEfl about the plaoe ... a dal )y gardener - an:! se t otr to Inves tig at e. tb e garaae 
bet,. en'l)ty, they started to l ook aroma . An hour l a t er they totnt ~ car . The gar
dener wa., th e firs t t o see the bodf. He l ooked over f.he cllt t edge and 5"' a spread
e~ l ed tom on th e roe.ts belon. His d\out brought the oth ers . I t looked u U Btr 
Rebe~ had t al ltm ov1:1r th e clitt "'1lle taking a l ook. at the sea. The gardener appeers 
very sensib l e. He sugges~ that th e police be eolled .:rid noth tn& t ouched . One l oot., 
ewn fro m a dls t a:lee, reTealed that the body was dead.~ 

Cout ts took a ke m glanc e at Hts s Pringle . 
•It wasn't pretty,• he CCfltlnued, • es th e dead. can had l anded on hi s head. There ' s 

no need to go into details. But It happened. that I NllS In Tort that da, - tha t hor se 
dopt~ bu.stness, you lenow - md , bet~ the neares t Yard raM and an old f rlai. d or t he 
Jocal Qlle t Con:,tabl e , I wa:, asked to go over . It l ooked , on th e face or It, to be a 
cleer ca:,e ot acciden t or aut clde. t S37 It l ooked. lik e I t - excep t t or ooe thJng l• 

He paused. Blake ooneecled a • Il e. It was obvious tha t the Inspecto r had 
st opped tor ef fec t . 

•Well ?" he asked, • "1.at . ... . .... . ?' 
• 1 noticed #' Coutts looked tq,o r tan t Md brought h is 1'10n1S out slowly , •that t he 

dead M'l ' s shoe s were cl eanl • 
•But , Hr. Coutts ,• Harton broke the s ilen ce. • now • ••• ?• 
-wen, Usten carefu lU,. The car was about f ttty yards t ran. the cl lrt edge si d 

the gro\nl bctwuoo was awdY. ftltck brov.n llll1, too l It nould be ~s s l ble to 11alk 
troc the ear to O\e edge wi thout gettlna one•s boot s 'rery dirty - yet Si r Rober t 1s lig ht 
DJes were pcrtectJy ele S'l 3l¥l htghly poJ tshed:1' 

•But couldn ' t tt MVe n.tne<f?C asked Tinter. 
•No, tt dl<l'l' t rai n; and, besides that , one or the t eet "as doubled i.nier the 

bcxtY. The shoe on th l s waa j ust as cl ean as the other. And tll.e car key ,res Jn th e 
deed oan•s pocketL' 

•so you think tt •s J:JJrdet?• queried Bl.ou. • t t hink you•re right , t.oo. HCW, t s 
stap l e 1'ben you t.hink or It - but !!!Q ls not so easy. Any other cars on the est'et e?• 

•No. No other tllf'S , md none or t he .start can dr in . c 
•That t:e3rls,• Bl ake went on, •that one or t.he nephews nust be reSl)onslbl e. Con 

they both dri ve? JO)Ollf lfU'thtng about •e1111• 
•Yes , botll are drivers. 1beytre th e s ons or Sir Robert' s youn,:er broth er . John 

J1aSot1 ts a mnager In one or th e car ractorles , ~ Petu t'.r.son ts a senior ctraught scan 
tn another .• 

•R lght.• Blake glanced at sooe notes he had aade. •Tell us more at>out the 
oo~ . How are they tlntf'IOl al l)'? And h t do th ey-l ook like~ 

• 1 chedced the r trst point this w ml ng. • Coutts l ooked putzled . •Both are a 
b it wlld am. lh e beyond thetr mei,,s. Both or t ee - so that doesn' t hel p cuch1 As t or 
th e othe r point - John t s a bt g c:hap, rlugger D.1n , ust'd t o play tor t.he Wasps, well OTer 
sh: f eet ll1d broad as welU Pet er l s ~orter , 1110 300 a bi t "eedY-l ooklng. But doe, 
th is hel p at all? • 

• I th ink t t does. ~t ,ou WI.\ t o know ts "1o dr'Qve the car Wlth a de~ or un
comclou, nan M passeng er , end th m carT led hi m t o the cu tr edge and dropped hlo on r .• 

IIJohnl " Harton broke In. · 
•No, It doesn't foll ow,• WErlt on Bl ake. •s tr Robert wa3 not a btg QlJl - J•ve seen 

ht m once or ~Ice - so Peter cmnot be ruled out on that count . What you real lJ' want to ----··•1> _____ ,.,,.,..,., ____ I' ___________ ... .,,,, 
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know, Cout t s , Is .tl o was tlle l ast dr 1T&r or th e car . Tau sq lt• • not bten DO"Yed, e1on• t 

you? Well, here • flbo.t I SUUU t ;you do euu, . 1 

• rou " '" righ t al l alon & Ute li ne Blake, • Cbter Dete ettve-lnspec tar Cout ts took an
oth er cup or cotr ee tn::ci Xtss Pr ingl e . • u . all tum id out u you sa id It ..:>Uld.• 

It wa, th e foll owing day . Tbe same gro up were gath ered tn th e same comfort abl e o rr Ice. 

Bl8ke• s t oot was tUC.h be tt er end he hoped to be with out those Int ern al crutc:hes 1n a day 

or ,o. 
•t ea,• th e ca, t roa th e Tard cont inued. •t had both or the nepll e,,e do,n at th e hOuse. 

We al l wallled don'l t o th e car end I prod uced th e key with a rCl6l"k tha t It w.as just a a 

well to aet It beck to th e ca.race . I aak td Pet er to Clrlve It ui, io the hous e and g&ve 

h lo the key. He got Int o thi car , adJusted th e ~ trror , and th t:n drov e u., back. Wt went 

Into th e house ard , al t er sooe Clr90 1'7 QUHtlMl ng , I cade-, ucus e to 10 out t o th e car 

oca tn . 1 Md prev tou,).y not ed tbe exccc. pos i ti on or th e mirror b4Jt ore Pet er had al.UNd 

tt end I put It back to the ol d lll&le . • 
Blake &lanced rol.nd . Cot1)rfi'lens ton wu dalWllng on the racu o r Tinker and Paula , 

but 11rrlm and Hiss Prtnc l e 'M:irt l ookln& "el'Y puzzl ed . 
•I t w31 10 s tqtlt , r eal lY,' oontl nued th e Jnspeeic r , • rroa th en Cl'I. t kn~ t ha t onlY 

Jdln , out or t he t 1'0 bro ther s , coul d have l ef t th e car mlrTOr In th e H 4Ct pos i t lcn In 

rb lch It had been m en t opened th e car . To eut a l on& st.o r., m ort , I UJ: id hlD wi th IC. 

cru1 he eooressed. But It was 0.11 Rlfft.e' s Ideal ' 
nts s Prt na l e h3d the l as t words . 
'll ondE:rful l .lnd he d id It all by r il:IOC:. cont.ro ll • 

fl>• End 
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* *** *********"** *** * 

NELSON LEE COLUMN 
( Conducted by JACK WOOD) 

Resuming the Nel son Lee Column this oonth , we have an important 
contribution from. that indefatigab le seache!"-out of obscure info:nnation , 
Bill Lofts . 

Bill has at last t hro1m l ight on th e vexed question of who wrote 
the first llelson Lee Library st ory - and , incidentally, the fourth t oo, 
for t he Library list s the authors as t he same, 

To say that Bill has made a startling disc overy is no exaggeration 
for he has hit on an aut ~or who, though well-known to A.P. read ers at 
th e tim e , has so far not been closely i dentified with th e Sexton Blake 
saga. 

The auth or was by 1915, when the N.L.L. came out , one of the best 
knmm boys' story writ ers , notably for some11hat melodramatic racing am 
school stories. Wey th e choi ce fell on him wit h MaD,ell Scott still 
available i s a i:,ystery, for the Mystery of Limehouse Reach was no 
mnsterpiece to introduce a new Library - even in wartime. 

I , 

I 

I . 

\. 
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However, Bil l writes as follows: -

THE MYSTERY OF LIMEHOUSE REACH SOLVED! 

Eri c Fa.me , our worthy editor, not only used hi s initia ti ve >man 
rep roducing the fr ont cover of th e very first issue of th e I Nel son Lee 
Libr ary • in the September C, D. when copy was not avai labl e . fut pr ob
ably he was i ndirec tly instl'\lllental i n ge tti ng my curio sity aroused in 
finding out f rom of ficial sources of who did actual l y write ' The f.!yst ery 
of Limehouse Reach . • 

In my recent articl e entitled • Ramblings on th e Nelson Lee 
Library ' I queried th e actu al authorship of many of the se early det 
ect i ve stories - before th e St . Frank ' s tal es began , and my findings 
ce rtainly see,:, t o pro·,e that many collectors have been proved wrong by 
their assumptions in t he pas t - I refe r es!)'3Cially t o s t ateme nt s given 

in C. D' s appearing in 1949 in particular, 
The No. 1 ' Nelson Lee Library ' was actu al ly written by a Hr . A. C. 

Murray - a P.aoe whi ch t o t he best of my knowledge has not been ment ioned 
before i n connecti on with Nelson Lee s tori es . Older readers will reo
pgni se his noo-de - plume of 'An:irewGray ' which appeare d in such papers 
as ' Cheer Boys Cheer ' ' Empire Library' ' Boy' s Realm' Boys ' Herald ' 
' Boys ' Fr i end Libr ary ' ' Greyfriars Hera l d ' , etc , It seems as if at 
t hat period ( 1915) edit ors of boys' papers were clu tt ered up with the 
au t hor ' s name of Murray - we had Andrew Murray (Capta i n Malcolm Arnold) 
Willi8I:1 and Robert YJUTray Graydon (fath er and son) and Edg3r Joyce Hurray 
(Sidn ey Dre:.). The first mentioned nnroe I might add is ttos t ce rtainl y 
a diff erent indiv:idunl from t he A.C. Nurray of t he first ::el son Lee 
Library story . 

At the ti.me of writi ng I have no i nfoma.t i cn whatsoe ver on !1r. 
11. C. tlurr ay , end as yet I have to oeet en edi t or or au th or who knew hi:n . 

I have :ilways rated the l ate Herbert Leckenby an exper t on the 
writings and style of \lilliS!:1 l'rJ.l'ray Graydon, but I = t aduit that I 
have been ast onish ed to learn th at he had given the inf oma tion tha t 
he ( lf,M. Graydon) had writ t en th e story , and that many coll ec t ors had 
assumed t his as fact on thi s basis. This onl y goes to pr ove tha t s tyle 
can be very deceiving at tiI::tes, and authors hip of anonymoU.9 s t ories 
should al ways be accep ted with cauti on until concre t e evidence hrui been 
forthcoming . 

Unlike the No. 1 Sexton Blake Lib rary entitled 'The Yello w Ti ger' 
which has been praised by caey coll ec tors to be the best yarn ever 
written in t he ol d format . ' The Mystery of Li!Jehouse Reach' in my 
opinion i s a very poor s t ory , al t hough it deal s with my home town of 
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London. This occupied the first 44 pages - whilst the remainder was 
filled with a school serial of ' The Boys of Ravenswood College ' to make 
a total of 5Q pages of :reading - which was not bad for a peney in those 
deys ! 

Apart froo a free gift of a photo button of General French (one 
of the famous comanders i n the first Wo,ld War) there was a grand free 
coopeti t ion ( i n conjunction with other boys papers) in which tho first 
lucky winner wns to receive a Rudge Hutli Brand New 3t Horse Power Motor 
Bike - whil st 4 , 99'? runners up were to receive consolation prizes, The 
i dea of the compet ition was to see who could get the most new r eaders 
for t he ' Nel son Lee Library ' and i t wi ll be i nteresting at some late r 
date to see how maey r eader the !4otor Eike winner actually obtained . 

Aoart from the personnl satisfaction of solving the mystery of 
th e writ~ r of ' The llystery of Lir.ehouse Reach ' I found it most interest i ng 
t o see t hat if cne accepts stories credited to Hr. A. C. Murray as fact -
he must have also penned marzy Sexton Blake st ories , and he i s yet an
other name to add to the list of authors who have wri t ten about this 
great detective . To elucidate further , four sto ries trhich the first 
author of the Nelson Lee Library wrote are to be found in th e ' Union 
Jack' and t o th e best of my knowledge they all featured Sexton Blake . 

Now it is perfectly true that qui te a few aut hors penned t he 
stories of Det ec tive Spee.ring in the old 'Union Jack' ; only rec ently I 
was able to reveal t hat 'J , 'i . S:iyar had written some, a fact not known 
be fore . But I would agree with ifolter Webb that No. 2 was probably 
wri t ten by Nonnan Goddard (!lark furrcn) . 

!lo. 3 raises a very in t eresting point reverting to the question 
of sty l es again. The author i s cr'edited as having written such U.J . 
yarns as "The Case of the Turkish Bonds11 11The Hystery of Five Towns" "The 
Affair of the Billiard ChaiJpion" and "The Nottingham Mystery " - when I say 
t hat Arthur S. llLlrdy li ved at Nott i n,;t,= at one time, and was a billiard 
Ch9r.lpion, probably readers would accept this authorship witho ut question , 
but I must still be caut ious without concrete evidence . 

Walter Webb has stated th.st the first named U. J . yarn i s ubdoub
te dly by W. Hurray Greydon - whilst t he oth ers are by A. S . llllrdy, but 
before accepting this as fact , I would lik e more evi dence , but all tho 
raore credit to Wal t er for correctly assuciing that 'The Mystery of 
LiDehouse Reach' w:is written by A. C. tlurray , which has now been proved 
beyond all doubt . 

(Note: At one period a serial was jointly attributed t o Andrew Gr:iy and 
A::tbrose Earle . If this was on tho s::u,ie basis as A.S. Hardy and Cle:nent 
Ible , who have been st ate d to be t he """"' wri t er , then Gr:iy and Earle are 

____ ____ _ ... _N ___ • - - -- --- - -·--·· -

§ 
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th o sai:,e - but Ambrose Earle has previously been li s ted as 11 pen - narae 
fo r J. G. Jones , en au t hor t o vhCl!l. Sexton Blake s tories ARE attributed . 

Fasc iooting, i sn ' t it? - J.11. ) 

* ....... 
******** ** * *!* 

HAMILTONIANA 

'LENDID TALE OF SCHOOL LIFE . 

~s orSTKITSI 
. a· 't,tf'·r .-VJZS.l} . ' '.~)Ll' 

8~fii-'l!P "j I ' .~ .. a~ 
illi. - ' ,,,., ... 

FA!iOUS SERIES !lo. J7 

One of Charles ll:irn.ilt on ' s 
\Di · .. ~~-\\ -,, ~". · earli es t sc hool sto ri es , very 
,, , ., , _,.; -.' ' , pop.ilar in i ts dey . 

.... 'fr (_ , • L-~· .,,.;.-··1 
\I ·· . f,. ..... ~~ .··· 

BY .~CHARLES 11AMIL T O N · 

Serialised in PLt:CK abo ut 
1906, it was r epri nt ed as a 
se ri al i n DIPIRE LIBRARY in 
1910 . Was l a t e r i ssualin book 
fom in t he Boys ' Fri end Library . 

Fea tured 1/0Y8 mmed Put lfu8ent and Arthur Tal bot, both su:rnao es 
t o become inrc.ort !U.ised in l nter years . 

* *'** * ** ****** * * "** * 
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CHARLES RAl1ILTOH 1 1875--1 % 1 
By Geoffrey Wilde 

It was at about seven years of age that I made my firs t ac
quaintance with the writing of Charles llcmilton; earl i er than cost , 
I suppose , though I CllCl0 to fe el it had been far froc: soon enough. 
The tiCle was tho beginning of 1934, in th e dddle of the finest exten 
ded sequence of stories he ever wrote for the Mognet - though actually 
it was the Geo, by a short heo.d, that introduced us . Already an avid I 
reader , I was redu ced t o bored inactivity by a bout of some childish , 
cOClplaint. I hc.d devoured every book in s ight and when my fath er -
God bless hiCl - had an inspiration, and returned with thnt enchant ing 
blue-and -re d periodical . It kept me quiet for hours, and a day or two 
later the llagnet foll owed it into the house with similar success . 

There must have been t hings in those first numbers that I didn ' t 
fully understand , but t here is no doubt that I surrendered complet ely 
t o th ei r coopell ing power. Soon I took both papers regularly , and in 
no other way would I have drea.-::ed of spending c,y pocket coney . Very 
quickly, too, I felt the cOIIViction t hat in tp ese stories t here was 
more than diversion for an idle hour , that they were living things, to 
be savoured and re-read ; and :is passing p.ibli cations were thrown 
aside Magnet and Gem accumubte d in the attic , t o be gu,irded jealously 
down th o years. Those years t ook oe to Grn.'ililllr School and later t o 
University and the study of European lit erature ; but a t aste culti
vated by Shakespeare , iL, t aigne , Keats and Hugo could still turn to 
Greyfrfars in relaxation and delight , its standards unoff ended . The 
re - readability of the Magnet w:is trill"1phant ly established , and the 
originru. ti,opence had paid a rich dividend in happy hours . 

To survive such comparisons t estif ie s eloquently to &milton ' s 
artistrJ and t o the universality 'of his appe:!l; yet in its esse nti als 
I am sure my story is typiccl of t housands . It is indeed an irol\Y t hD.t 
his death should have brought him a r:,easure of celebrity and p.iblic 
acclaiCl oddly lacking in his lifetioe, but it has revealed in remarl<:
abl e canner how sure i s hi s hold on the affections of unt old mmbcrs of 
people who hD.ve not so much as soon n cocpanion paper for 25 years . I 
hnve l ost count i n tho las t week or two of thos e who hllve come t o ce 
and confessed thans elves old boys of Greyfriars and St . Jio ' s . 

In the world of men all wo in tha t great host of r eaders are 
exiles from a lnnd tha t never was; and we can be nothing but better for 
it in the worl d that is. The evocati on of that deli ghtful land of 
legend , which is fully-realised , consi stent and dimcnsionru. , was his 

~.!l~~~t.J~ .. L~ .. ~~t~ .... ~.~~~ .. Z!!.~~~,t .. ~~c;;.~,;;;,~;.;!~~"- "''"''"'""'' 
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cri ticisc. Acute as it is, Orwell's nov- f~ous ane.lysis eventually 
Disses the point. To judge Hamilton ' s work in tems of social realism 
is t o misjudge i t. Like any art it is doubt l ess, in J.latthew Arn.old • s 
phrase , a critici31II of l ife, but it does not portray 'roal • life, nor 
was it eve r seriously meant t o. Grcyfri.ars i s a true literary creati on, 
and s t ands in th e li ne of a long lit erary tradition , with Malory ' s 
Arthurian rooances , the Arcadian novel s of Elizabethans like Lodge and 
L.fly , and th e whole convention of pastoral poetry froo Virgil onwards . 
It is th e creation of a stylist - and this i s wby I think its tr ans 
lation into the physical draoD. is foredoomed t o failure - whose indi 
vidual employment of language evolv es new regions of t he inagination . 
T;cose regi ons ore timeless and idealised : they tnmscent roali ty, and 
i f life isn't really like t hat , then so much the worse for life. 

The re:il wonder is that Hamil ton acca:iplished this with transient 
ru,terinls. Ho sum ounted and survived the limitations of writings for 
the ephe"1eral oediUIJ of a weekly ""8"Zine, and achieved souo thing of 
il::mo!tality. Even now, however, his fate re.:iai.DS eJ'!lbiguous. He created 
a living legend , yet only for n handful of established colle ctors bas 
it a tangible substance . Now that the lest word is written it is t he 
task of t hose who owe him so much t o keep th e l egend alive . I have 
neve r wavered in •\Y view t hat one of the oiJlls of the Old Boys I Book 
Clubs should be to re-end ow it with t he :ubstance ; and surely of all 
memorials a collected edition of his best work would be the aost fit ting 
and the J:1ost lasting . 

It scocis sad that he should have died at Chri stl:las , a season that 
hs b.'.ld so ir,emorably enriched . Yot there is a time t o die , and perhaps 
hs knew it , and l e ft us when there was singing in th e skies and a moo
ent of hamony on earth . He t ook '1i th hiJ:l th e l ove of unt old thousands . 
Ho ·, es cyth-makcr t o generations, n figure unique in our literature . 

* * * * * 
LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

No, 56. A STAR HAS SET. 

Recently I suggested that the gesture woul d not have been aoiss 
had Charles llaci l ton been honoured by the na t ion . Large rruobers of 
readers have subscribed t o that view . 

Cricketers, footballers, jockeys , cusic he.11 artists and t he like 
have had their services t o Britain recognized. Few men have done more 
fo r generations of their count,zy's ycuth than Charles Hamilton - yet he 
was passed by . It i s too late to do a,zything about it now. 
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while the greatest boys • writer of t he century is not cons idered worthy 
of such jlonour , I s i t that jokes fre e the st"80 can reoain to pic al 
whil e a wri ter • s moral code becooes old - fashioned? · 

Charles Hamilton ' s style never dated . Many of his sto ries of 
fifty years ago recain as f:resh and attractive as though they were 
written yesterday . But th e high coral code which he always taught so • 1 

unobseqiously and skilfully has gone with the wind, I ts passing is the 
one factor which could nake his stories old - fashioned. 

He condetl.'lBd young people soaking , That he was right the whole 
i:iedical wor ld , and anybod,y else with oey sense , would agree . Today, 
SDold..ng W!long children is a c01ZJon occurrence. Some school-cas t ers lack 
either the inclination or the guts to forbid s::ioking ooong their boys, 
On the contrary , some encourage it. 

Charles Hnmilton, in his stories , condeoned ga;;,bling . Today 
Britain i s the biggest gnnbling nat i on in the world. What crui be the 
react i on of boys to sto rie s which condenn gacbling , when t hey see their 
parents ga,:,bling evecy week of their lives? Last sumer I watched 
children pouring their aoney into "fruit cachines " a.j.ong Blackpool ' s 
golde n Dile. Made illegal for aaey years , these aachines a:re no·, al 
aost fashionable, 

Swearing was depl ored in the H&iilton s tories . 
Charles llar.iilton taught that good manners a:re the hall-=ri<: of 

the gentleoan . Sooe t i.c:e ago I entertai ned a school inspecto r t o lun ch. 
In ra t her bad taste he iDproved the shining hour by r el ating to r.ie 

lit tle facts about schools which he had inspected in the nei ghbourhood . 
Speaking of one school he said : "The only t hing t hey t each in that 
place is good :JS.rulers. The cltlldren learn nothing of value .. " 

The passing of censors hi p has been hailed as progress, and caybe 
it i s. It can also be licenc e to oake ooney out of evil arrl vice . A 
few years back soae Aoeri can fi les had to be cut before t hey were shown 
in this country . I ~.ave jus t read that a Bri t ish filn , which has played 
t o l arge audi ences in Bri. tish cineoos , has been banned i n America. A 
report like that nakes one sit up and take notice . 

The high coral code of the llanil ton stories is old - f6shioned . 
We can hardly deny it . We can only regret it . 

I t ' s just cry point of view! What' s yours? 

* * * * * 
CCfflROVER§I Af, ECHOgJ 

NO, 54, I+. §TAA IS Bgy;I 
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LAIB.IE §Ut'TOH: I never had t he SS)(!: atteet l on t or Creyt r i ars tha t I had for St. J im•s. 
I enjoyed the Ha&net stories , but at St . Jlm •s I fel t I real]Jr bel onaed , end the a.tooa
phere seuoed o.lways wan::,er 800 more tnttnate . WhO •as - Md ts - l:U' star? LUmley,,,,l.uml.ey, 
Talbot , Tom Nerry, Cardew, Vemon-Qntih have a ll had their great D0111Ent and featured in 
me.:>rabl e stori es. In th e C.1Se or ~ey It was th e charaet E.rl sat t on tbat Jnaplred 
cw tcnglnatlon; with the •Tott•, It •as t.he appeal ol the stories . 8~ I always adm ired 
Too Nel'T)'. fl\rotgh the }'ilars tboUE.h, alwa,-s Inspiring , always lovable, Is dear old Gussy . 
Goo bl ess ht.a - end Cod bl ess O'i8f'les R~Hton t or g iv ing him to us . 

CimRCiE: §gµ.R§: It ta obvious trul t Hr. Kirb y has not read .cltJlY bl ue Ceo.s for hi m to say 
tha t Tea Herry t s a colo url esa charac t er . He l s one or Ch.rles Hamilton • s grea.teat cre
at i ons• and It ts a pity t.here are not a rew core ltk e hl o In real ltte''today. In • 
eyes Toa Hen,- Is th e ttoe,t achoolbay lo Ule world ot fi c ti on . 

Bl.SIL AD;Jf: Like Hr. Kirby, I ttrd Too KeJTY col our l ess ln eoq,~tson wlt.h HarrY \.ll.arton. 
~ur three ex(llll)l ea , I d id not read th e Magnet f irst. When I was nine . I reod 
RookM>od In the Boy' s E'rlend , but I was nner llll)J'essed 111101 J l!!C\Y Stl Ter a.s a choro cter. 
T't10 :,e31'"s la t er t.he Magnet cme Into Cl)' hmd s , end I was et once tq,ressed by Whert.on• s 
stro ng characte r. "'1.arton would never ban fl ed trom the hat11ted roan as Tom Herry did 
In •Nobody• s Stud)r.• He lllOUld have died fi r s t. Hl\lTY ls t.he son or a so ldier and th e 
inheritor or a grea t t.radlt l on. NY star Cl.1st be cast tn her6 1c mould and I guess Harr,' 
~ tit s this role more Ulnn a.r:w-oth er sc:hoolboY In ficti on . 

DCtl WEBS'I'!ll: I reallY l:IUSt take ii, th e eoogels m behal f of Tom Herry. I aist be one o r 
~ d i slike Harry \olhart.on - too t empeI"'W:lental tor Qe . I have r ead hlrl dreds or 
Hagnets arr;t Ces:i,, an:!. prefer Ta:i: NeITJ ldlO rare }y lose s his teq>er. I think that tr the 
Ceo.~ no t sutre r ed fro m sub surtes Md reprints , our Tea would hove been en ry bit 
as popul~ as ~arton. In D1f¥ caae , the recent POpulartty Contest pr'O'fed llttle , as not 
many Toters rem:I tb e Ciem In tt s hey-da)'. It. t s not the 5m:oo reading those · 7ams at a 
later age. 

"RCN CiWf.Llf.: I oennot agre e with Kenneth ltlrby tha t Tom Herry Is convention al and 
solotrless. Hany Wharton ts dep i cted as a bo)" or ll'lU.!llal abil i ty tn1 t lll.ent , but so ts 
TOlil Herr., . Perhaps Too would never reoch the heigh t s tb at ~'hart.en at hi s best would 
achieve. On th e othe r hand , Tom J1e?TY would hardly si nk as l ow aa Wharton et hi s worst . 
I thlnk tha t Toe Neny •s charact er ts 81,.tXX'Cl \I> Tt!t"Y well b)" Honey Lcwth er l.n the series 
de ali ng wlth 11.mners• t el.IS with R011ance. 

•You're a t ool tn scoe things,• growled ltlme rs. 
Tom Neny seemed t o gulp soc:iethlng doNl wl th dl t r lculty. 
• uit It go at that , • he said • •Jill get on with cy prep . • 
Nonty Lowther rose to his feet wi th a gl eam 1n hi s e.yes. 
•fl>ere t s been enough or t his,• he said . •t r Toots a rool, It' s because be1 s 
l ett lng you talk t o b ta like that inst ead ot l"\bbtng your cheeky nose 1n the 
car,>et.• 

Conventi onal? No& Colourles s? Nenr& 

AR1'HUt HOtL,\ND: Whll st I accept Kenneth Klrbf ' s cont ention that HarrJ Wharton was a 
gren t piece of charac t er wartc., I dl segree with him tha t In col:1)3I"lson Toa lie n'Y' Js a 
ool ourles s sch oolboY. Too Herry was always a ravolr lt e ot mine. In ti' 7outh. he waa t:fT 
Ideal. I acDl red his c:beerfulnes s , courage , and str e lghtr°"'ardnesa . He always at.rc'Ye 
to act square and play the gme l'tllch , on. occas i on . required plent)" oC grit and backbon e . 
Tom Kerr., hos been tlY bes t loved charac ter In school r let.Ion tor 50 7ears . I see no 
f ault 1n him. 
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TRIBUTE m:m BRAZIL 

Ronnie Hunter of Santos , Brazil , writes as follows : 

I learned with deep regret of the death of Frank Richards. Like 
aany others I had always hoped, and sooehow taken it for granted, that 
he would be spared for a few nore years yet , and elight even have uade 
that 11century 11 of which he sa::eti rn.es spoke . 

But it was not to be , and our beloved author , one of the last 
links with the old books of yesteryear , has gone to his well -deserved 
reward . 

As one who loved the old Canpanion papers I shall always be very 
grateful t o Frank Richards for the delight which his stories gave Lie 
in r:,y boyhood, and for the lessons which t hose stories taught ce . Those 
stories gave ce so:iething which is for ever a part of oe and which tioe 
and ci rc=tances can never erase. God bless Frank Richards . May his 
Soul rest in peace . 

* * * * * * 

January JOt:hs 1962 
For the first meeting or 1962 It was r ather a scia.11 otteOOooee. 11\ere Wfre a few 

apolog i es due to Illn ess are t he eight o.ir:t>ers pre sent were glad to hear t hat our 
Treasurer Norean was cuh better though still tr. bed. A welcot.0 na.s given to Hrs. 
Wtnttred Bro,wits da\Wlter l'bo we f eel sure enjoyed the very Interesting progr ~. 
'lbert1 nQN two cuess tlle !\'I.IDber coci,etlttons Won by Jack Belll l El'ld n."ld J~ Corbet t . 'lbe 
Nelson Lee won by J,'\Ck Belltlcld was No. 26 New Serles (J\11)' 19th, 19:,0} and WP..t notab l e 
tor t he root that It contained t.he nar:ie or Joe Harston. The rtrst quiz (Nace the Head
:JC.St er) was non by th e Seeret.arY , the pr l.zc anot.hcr Nelson Lee. The word g!ICIE se t by 
the O'la lrmn, wa.s jolntlY won by Haage Corbett and tt,'selC . Two mor e Nelson Lees were 
th ij trlr.es , all Terl' ftCl oooe. 

Host or th e rest or the evening nas tclter. In re3dlng tribute s i o Frank Richerds 
troQ the varlou, national newspapers. One In pllI"ttcu.Ur t roc the Ttr.,cs was Tiil")' 
awropr l ate . or specl.11 Int eres t was a lett er to Tom rroa J.R. HUrtogh or New Zealand•, 
g1Tlng h la persont1.l appreelnttoo or o grea t tllthor . It was gr attryl~ to hear troci 
Hadge Corbett th at the club ' s WN:ath to Fr8lk Richards Md mT lvcd In time sid th e 
members em feel Indebt ed once again t.o our aetl ng Treasurer tor her good wort tn thi s 
d irect ion. 

The tlt:l! ..ent ,o qulckl.1 that r or once re rre:s:hment s were forg otten Md Cbe nentrc 
ended bJ Jack BellCl eld rcoo~ exeerpt.s t roo one ot the &.it.er books. 



Net ting beld on ICllb february 1 1962 
We bad a cold but cl ear ntght t or our February CJeetlng nnd 18 or us con:ic<I ...,. 

CJ\aln:rin Oeortrey Wilde opened tl'le procee<1.tncs at 7.Jjj PA end welcoaed th e return io 
normll t, af te r ow- ~ t ch:lott c J anU&r7 meet ln&L 

We were e1pectal1,1 ple&Md tc welooae Tom Roach, a t or"Dir J:Ma>er Who l t R ua 90DI 
Ytaf'S 810 • 8°Ki lib) has DOI NJO lned. 

Geny I.U 1Jon report.ed t hat ht had rec. t l 'ttd can:, l etters o r tnqu1r7 alter Ole" 
t e l n l s tcr1 appenrll'lcea last s:ionth , Md Ure • new acmbers bad al.nad;T be en enrolled • 
wJtl'I prospect ot more t.o coce. 

'!be quest Ion or retatng 5CCl8 sort or cem:irial to frank RI chards• memory • a.s then dtscu.sscd, and t t "'18 generall.Y egreed Cb.lt th t itlea ot aak l n& scme contribut ion to Ull8 
Pl aying fields Au oe l at lon wu a &ood one. A nu:t,er or wa,a and mems •eN 11.1&&ested and. 
Mtlben cons idered mat dli s was a truttM MJec t tor t1rth er C.alks ac. ruwre r.en lrc• Md espee tall.Y at the t ortbcoclnc o .B.a . c. CU\terenc e at t.,.ste r. 

Then roll ollled a n,s t entc rc.atntng C.alk bJ HollT ;.111.on entttl ed •flle TOGt,oy Tr io• 
th ese be ing t.hree g irl s m o att ended Ht s., Spi nks• Seminary f or Yomg Ltw:tlea , Yl'lose 
odYentures were ttr st recorded 1n •P'Uck.• In th e year 1909. Wt t omd th 1S Yif7 lnterest.Jrc 
a, It wc s on n subJec t n€'1J to IDOlt or us. 

Geotf'r'ey Wilde tlf>O bod been t o "8nc:he.ster wltb C'"7 Allt son to awtM" In th e 
t.elev t s ton progr:sz:ae •Peopl e Md Places • Ulen gan us m acooli\t o r the ir el+)ef'l mct 1n 
Gnno:t.a• s 1m&e headquar ter s . 1'1.13 was t escl natln& - a petp behlnel l:he sctn il , a.s It wtrt . Bill 1tiurt,on•1 chot ee or te n ' Desert Iahn d Books ' was next , and as he • as \llQbl e 
t o be present ti wu r ead b7 Jack Alli son . Hts lt a t - a Tar t ed end well-balanced ch ot ce -
"'38 1. 1be Bible . 2 . A 111<1.t:lllll)CJ" Night' s Dre.em. J . Ttle Lord or th e Rinp by J. R. R. 
Tolk ien. 4. Coll ect ed Verse ot RUC2Yard IClplln, . 5. Coll ect ed Sb~rloc.Jc Hot.es Sho rt 
Stories . 6. Scoutl ,._ t or Boys (llt F.al. 19C8). J. lhlon Jock Mo. 504. •Tbl Loni Tra il• b7 Cacll Hayc..er. 8 . •nt e &acl • of Deatb• P. P. No. JI Cut aer tts) by s . CJ.t:n: e Rooke. 9. Ad'feniurt Island (ser1 allsed ln Ql.ucklea , 19 17-1919 . aa&hor's nacie t ot'I Otten ). 10 . U na so 1oai,n•a 11tnea. b7 H. Rider Haegard . 

Af t.er an i nt erv al tor te f rHhcen t s we Md a gac,e by Oeny All l s>n, •A Knight• s 
Tour or ia:tarton Lodge•, baaed on th e game ~, chess , md th e opi ni ng 61& l'JOJ"dl o r No. 1 or the 118gnet. We wero dlYld&d into t our te -.s Md tho.se or us~ did not tr><1erst.an<1 
the great cace of eh•H Md to ts e a back Ha t Sld lean It to tile: experts , or "'1t cb, 
rortll'ICte.1,1, thei-. are a nllXle.r s:ionc our lllC.COer1. Geoffrey Wllde 1s t eaa won an uct U ng 
oonte 5'. 

Another (f'lj oJftble and well- at te nc!t'd meec.lng te nn tnaitect at 9 . 20 p.o. Next oce t ~ 
Sntun:la,y, 1 oth Narch. 

F. H>JC)Q( , secro t n . 

Netting beld 1Jt,h ' ebnwz· 
The atc.endanee ~t U'lls mtet l ng was ra t.her 109', dUe partl,1 to the lncJemcney of 

th e wenth er , and to tbe tnd l spos ltl on or a COte>le or our reg ular s . We were SOl'TY t o 
l ta.rn th at H<::lnlWI Pr ognell has be4rl ot>lt ged t o enter hoepl tAl: he t s noc. aertousl7 111, 
hown cr , and It won1 t be l ooc be fore h ie will ba beet wltb ua tl&llln. We al l wilt!: b lm a 
speedJ recoff:r7 • 

Aa th ere Mrt s o f91f PNSenc., th e proarxme Md to be r e-arrqEd . but tbla dld not mr tbe pleasure or tbe n entna, .tllch , apart t roo Uie usual sect i on bustne11 , was spen t In tnfon:lal d iscussions oo a nr tecy or topics , Sid It attOl"ded ta an opport1.11ttt to ,1.,. our lt bror, an overhmll, wttll a 'fl ew t o the d l1POaal or aome or our sw-pl us books . 
Aa alwqs , nine o 1clook arr tnd all too aoai , and " e depnr t ed l ooking forward tc ow- next get,-togt th er on SlnSQ 11tl'I Harch, at Bill Wl nd.sor'• , Nlen the ro ll lhould be 

b8dl: to ncraal . ~ - ~ "--
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Outside H\IJE House on SUnday, F'ebruary 18th, th ere .appeered UM! not tce J\lttll t 
Sale, but to the cielli>er s a tt eni:ll.ng t t was m yt.hlng but a jt.t:lble sale . A good sel ec ti on 
or Haollton l a was being sold and t o th ose nho were mable to be pres ent , the reataue will 
be en sale at th e Harch meet tng. Regretfull¥ no postnl orders Cilll be dealt with. J.Uer 
the sal e , we bad th e Sherlock Hol.J::les rn. z::i, •Sher l ock Hol.&les Fac es OeaU,• based on the 
s tory •The NUSgrave Ri tual.• Thb was .:bty projec t Ed by David Han-loon , am the 
oorcony grea t J.y enjoyed thE: shcMl ng or thts rn..c.. Bi ll Lot ts re.IX! a chepter rra:i nuroer 
one or • 'ftl.? tq>lr e L tbrsryt' t e .nturtng Gordon G.JY and Co. ot Ryl corbe G~ School and 
th i s with a quiz by nrtm Doyle gN a t]y pl eaaed th e gathe r ing . 

Next cectt ng on Saturd n,y, March 17t.h. 1be • '1'lue will be gtv on ln th e Hard'i News
l et ter . 

OUr J\nnual. General ?tactl ng was held on Sunda;y, Jai.uarY 21st, 'ttten Don Webst er 
was el ected cha li-...an t or 1962. Thus the Don hoo th e gna t distinc ti on or being the 
fir st t ol d boY' t o have been chatnmn or both the Llv e:rpool Md London Clubs . All 
oth er otr leers "ere ro -e lected en bloc . wcu: srnJAl11N. 

Sexton Blake Toda y 

HAA.QI.RL'I' COOKE revt ews the l ates t novels In t he worl~ faoous sexton i3lake Library . 

ffl'R<ll LOCK (NO, lBJ ) BY wnrred HcNell}Y 

A Bleite-Ttnker story by the l a te st gradua te or th e Rold AeadCC)' rti.tch Justifies 
the controYers t al s.B .L .. policy or •Oes:xinc!: Re ldt ng• the wort.s or news auth ors or PI"ClO-' 
tse m ttl they ~ take t hei r pl ooes 1.1')3!ded ru:ic:,ngst th e top-ranktng Bl ake auth or s . In 
addition to eoostdcrab l e t echn ical Md hi storical knol'lledge Mr. HcNc lll)' brings a f re d\
ncss QM tcag tnatton t o hts non l r.tttch should t'lake hil:l a popular author In this fl eld 
or lt terature In a very short peri od or t ire . 

•Ter ror Lock" Is a good. Ca.SY t o r ead novel packed nt th pmch , (U'l.gGr, suspense 
o.nd w ste r., spiced with a t ouch or th e Incredibl e • a story ot sh i ps , sa il ors , and 
a12ua-l wig d ivers ; of a centur ies old er t.i;:ie and a •seos t' bom ln th e begtmtng or t ime. 
Jt t s a st.or)' or lroland , the Ir tsh, IYld the Baker St re et det eett n bY a writer 'ttio has 
a c:lffP liking ond respec t t or theo all . fine <naractertse tl on and eiee llftnt descriptive 
pas sages cake thi s n pl eas ing book, ono t o su it oll re~ers , old and new. 

DEJ,'t'M <J:1 A HJOH NOTE Ojo1 42?) By Desmond Re id 

h serJ ou., att ct.'()t to lillrTOf' th e t lces by u.ict ng th e chief character a truc;,et
player in a Jazz Cl ub , proW or his t nq,et pl e,ytng aM hi s ob!l l ty to hold hl s audi ence 
spellbomd by ht s 'h ot t hi gh notes , but prouder s tlll or b is second am secret ·Ilk.Ill -
h1s ab ility to kil l qu lckl.Y, s llent].y and sueces stul.l)'. ;.. roi with all th e Ylees and 
none or th e vlrt ues or wnk lncl, ot 'llbom It was said 'h e always got lllhat he wanted - l:X)fle)' 

o ltf e or a N>.oon.• 
The book Is full or oda char-acto rs - bealn lks, ser i ous l onrs or Jazz DJSle , ~ 

.r ich oen boreid, wlUl !he ir .gr eat ,wealth, s eeking •power .to cake hea::b: .rofus>d ........ , ...... ~ ...... 
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A good book or l t s ki nd , cor etull.y cons truc t ed and well writt en wit h exce ll en t 
di alogue , good charac t er i zat i on and pleney or actl ct1. Rudy Benarcs and Sexton Blek.9 are 
partlcuJ. ar l)' 1'tll dr..-.. A book wtltc::h sho ul d be Nad by al l se ri ous s tUdent .1 or th e 
Blak e Saga . 

oowr ~ ro;{ HUUU: (No, 493) By Ceorg e gygney 

I. TCJ")' good r tr s t st ory ror th ~ s . B.L . by a prot:1ts Ing new,,,eomer t o tll e t eai:i, show ing 
th e Bak.er Stre et t rl o In gre et roro with Paul a Dane aek lng a wtelcone return to prominence 
and turn ing personal detea t Into vi ctory t or tlle ..tlol e rt rm. 

A suspense thrll l er se t tn l ovel.y Dartmoor, M ' lqx>ss lbl et n::urder; an lngent ou., 
method or sp7 lng on a close ly guard ed secre t and Bl .eke on h ls toes . A atol')' or u eoo; 
big bus in ess ; tr eachery; a r:im• s s tupidit y l'lhen sw.>,Yed by a c l eve r , schectlng wcman. 
The ato ry ha s .e. good pl ot , f ast pace and s,cme thr ll lt ng lnctdenu , 

J hope-t o read mM1 oore s . B.L.• s troo tt.e sat:ie pen. 

B.l'.RGAJN IN 81.000 (No1 l§4 ) By Artl\ur ltl cJ.eap 

/,. due t b7 Se xton Bl ake , hwit er , and J ohn F'redcr lck Tra lll e , arms t ra t rt ckcr - tb t e t 
and m.rc! Ert.r . 

1h ts book will del ight al l readers m o lik e good Char :i.ct.c rl sat lon end an aot.l on
packed st ory . It t s o conm n- sense , dON'l to ear th Sto:'Y 'l'lhl ch coul d h appen anyr4\eN ot 
ll1Y U ce. The st ory or an un bearab l e bUl.l.Yt or hl s chl er Tlc tlm' s hatred or h lm ~ 
desi re to huo ll iat e h lm 11'1 rf!turn ; of th e Tlc tl c.' s gre at and cle ver pl an to dec c lvo , rob 
and d t acredl t him "'11ch wonted Wt.>ll m tll Sext on Blake md Ti nker were re t otned t o hun t 
dON'l arm - t r ar r tcker s. 

J.rth ur Macl ean Cllkes ruu use or hi s sharPlY contra.s t ing char acte r s md th ei r 
emoti ons . Hi s Bl mte ~ Tinker are part i cul tr' l.Y good , 1::!Dl ocabl e , unt irin g, work ing be
hi nd th e scen e.s to pr ove Tra t ll e ' s gu ilt, wat ch ing And wai t in g ror th e cr lal na.ls one 
f atal cl st ake .. nl l ot 1 t describ ed wit h th e clar l ey and econq ot word s fs:i l ll ar t o 
311 re a:tcrs or Arth ur ttac l ear1' s bocks . 

'Ibi s novel Int roduces a new design In tltl ~~ea -- j u., t th e ' t i t le ' Its elf, t he 
e.uthOr'•s naoe a, d h i s por trai t . In th is case UM! port r ai t bears a r ec.ark.able lik eness 
to th a t o r ' Kirby ' on th e back pege . 

O U R T E L E V I S I O H S ir ·o 11! 
3Y GERRY ALLI SON 

"My nai.":'le i s Font aine, of Granada I .T.V., ~.r . Alli son " t he voi ce 
said . "Can you ewe to our Mancheste r s tudi o on Monday? lie want to 
f ea ture your cl ub i n our prograru:i.e "People and Plac es . 11 

That was how it all began , And a s i t wasn ' t one of La Font ain e ' s 
Fabl es , th at was why Geof fre y Wil de and I o .. ught the 1 . 45 p .o . trai n 
t o Manchest er on Monda.Y, J anuary 15th . I had go t l eave wi t hout ou ch 
difficulty , an d when Geoff rey ' s Headr.iaster turned out t o be an ol d 
Ma8netit e - well , a subst i tute was found t o tak e t he Lower Fourt h in 
Engli sh t ha t afternoo n at Leeds Cent ral High S~ ool! 

Before rea chi ng the Granada studio , our t axi stoppe d at Broad 
cas t ing House , Picca di l ly , Manchester . You see , we ha d had t he B. B.C. 
,.,, .. .,, ....... ,, .... ., .... ,, ... ,..,.,,,. . .,.,,., .. ,,,,. .. ,,.,..,..,,,.,;1111""""'""""""...,"''""""'"",.,,..., ... ,...r~,.,,,.,...,,,.,,,.,,.,.,,.,,.,,,..,111,1,,1H .. i..mmi,.,1111, .. ,,.,,.,,,,.,~ ...... 
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Television t eam at our raeeting two da¥s befo re, and the ir produce r had 
forgotten a bri ef-case full of ]'.18pers . He was very glad to get it back 
and said: ''Would yoo. lik e to see ycru:r clu b• a show? It will be in neg
ative , I' l!l afra.id . 11 A quick dash to the projection room, and there we 
were - th e firs t All Black Secti on of the O. B. B.C., holding a ' Twonty 
Questions• se ssion . 

Then on to Quey Street , where t he V.I.P. treatment really began . 
The glass re ception hal l was the size of Grand Central Station . llut 
soon Miss Un.verse arriv ed and cooed: "Mr. Allison? Mr. Wilde? Walk 
this way ple ase !" As neither Geoff nor cyse lf were Mari lyn Monroe, we 
really coul dn' t do that. However, we tootled along after the swaying 
figure , aod were each shoun in to our p"1vate dressing rooo. Very 
psl atial indeed , except for a sl ave t o poli sh our C!Udd.Y shoes , but we 
didn ' t stick fast, as they say in TO<J.:orden, sod soon ·.,,,erged , looking 
very spick sod spao . 

And now to aee t !Ir . Font aine in the flesh . We were conducted 
i nto a 'board - rooo ' l arge enough for I, C. I./Courtaulds, where we met 
Mr. F. - an assistan t producer - also Bill Gruna_y and Gay Byrne, t he 
top cen of the "People and Places " prograwe . There we ~.iscussed how 
to stage cru:r turn. · 

After 'furth er t alk we went along to Tl!E STUDIO - with its 
giganti c ca@eras, w.kes, close-circuit 'ooni.tor ' screens , and floo r 
deep in cables - for rehearsal . 

Geoffrey had brought along his IJOrtar- board and Gay Byrne, who 
was introdu cing us , wore t his for the first run through . But it was 
decided to ' play it st r aight ' so th e mortar -board was also ' out ', t o
gether with Geoff ' s "Greyfriars Thone and Variations ," sod th e schoo l
caps - and ash - pl.sot ! which I had thoughtfully brought with ae . 

Two core rehearsals , and things soeaed to be taking shape . So 
along t o the Hake-up Roon. I wonder if you have been made up by a 
couple of the ,:,oat attrac tiv e gi rls _this side of Hollywood? Oh, boy ! 
If I had been soae thirt y years younger, 

And now to the I Canteen •. What a vord to designate the sur.ptuous 
dining rooo ve were now escorted to - st ill wider the cap, of cru:r 
hoatess , Miss Universe . And the meal ! !! Well , when Johnny Bull ' a 
Aunt Tabitha sen t bitl cs:xJ t o spend - see Magnet !lo. 154, "Rolling in 
Money" - that was the sort of feed he pit on! 

llut zero hcru:r was now approaching ! So, once core unt o the breaiil
so rry - stu di o - dear fri ends . The scene rerainded c,e of the take-off 
of a Space Ship • .A. so l eon voice in toned ; ·"Throe iliIDJ.tes, Studio!" 
"'l'.:,o M.irDJ.tes , Studi o! 11 "One Minute Studio!" "THIRTY SEOONI6 STUDIO!" --- - - - I _____ ;;;;.i....::.:. 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~· Pae~ The silence was deafening ! And then a picture of our boloved Maste r -
Frank Richards - appeared on the C10nitor screen , and Gabrie l Byrne was 
seying, in his delightful Irish voice -

"Three weclcs agoi this can died . Six weeks 880 this = sent 
his l ast book to the publisher . His Dll!le ,ms Charles Hamil t on . He 
W'!S known to the world as ~.artin Cl ifford; as Ol<en Conquest ; as Ralph 
Redwa.y; as Hildn Richards - or "10re faciliarly as Fronk Richards • • •• " 

The screen shewed various pictures of our late President , and of 
his books , etc, Then tho voi co was sa.ying • ••• "hero in the Studio 
ve have !Ir . Gerold Alli son , Librarian of the Northern Section , of the 
Old Boys Book Club and lu-. Geoffrey 'iild e , the Chai= of the saoe 
Club. llr . Allis on - t ell us scx,et hing about the Old Boy' s Bock Club" . 

And then I hoard my own voice ! Sanehow it was speaking calcly , 
confidently , eas ily a.'ld SI\Ying:- "Well , the c.e:1bors of the Old Boy' s 
Bock Clubs , are a group of people devoted to the coll ecting of Juvenile 
Literature . " (Thank you , Wheeler Dryden! ) "There are four branches 
of th o Club in this country - th o parent club in London; the llidland 
Section; the Merseyside Section ; and in Leeds, our own Northern 
Section . Thero is also a very active sectio n in Australia, am. wo have 
a world-wide o.asociatod ca:ibership . " 

110ne t iling we have not got, however ," I continued , 11anl that is 
a na::io for our hobby - in that ve envy the Philatelists , the Cartophilists 
and tho l'hllu!.linists . However , what we 8l\Y is: 

let others keep their fore i gn star.pa , 
Their a:, ins end catchbox lids; 

But we'll collect the dear old books , 
Wo read vmn we were kids . " 

My int e rlocutor gave oe a sy,,,pathetic !1:!ilo - bless hin ! - then 
looking at Geoffrey, he asked: "Toll oe r.,.. Wilde , why do you road t he 
books written by Charl es llam.lton , and which :Ls your favourite schoo l ?" 

Well ! Then it was that our prestl.go vent up to the sky. Cooffr..y -
a Master of English - eight havo been Kr . Quel ch addressing the Grey
friars Sixth ! I wish I could tell ycu exactly what he sai d - if only 
sa:,eooo had recorded it ! There was no doubt of the position of Frank 
Richards as a caste r of our Literature , when Geoffrey stopped speaking , 

Turning to De again , Mr . Byrne asked De sa:ie personal questions 
about Frank Richards hinself . I finished :nth t he following anecdote : 

"Wey" - I once asked Frank Richards - "Why have you gi van so cany 
of your bad characters my Christian nai,e - Gerald? Gerold Cutts , Knox, 
Loder , Crooke , lu:iley -1.U"1ley - ( Jerrold) , etc . Why pick on oe? " I 
asked . 
_a+ s rep~""" mi1ca1i:, dolj §!:tful - "Yes 1:'..~ ~..t .~2... 
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~~qually guil ty of vilifying the na::ie Goral d, But a ut hors 

get it , as well as roaders , If you ru,oc,ber "Cono with tho Vind" you 

will rocall a porfect idiot of a character , with the na=e of - CHARLES 

HAMlLTOll ! " 
And then - thon - i t was al l over ! Our t axi whipped us t o 

Exchange Station . I reached hooe at 10 , 10. Myra was on the te l ephone , 

Am it wont on ringing unti l cidnight, Ve had beon good - "very good" . 

Sinee then I have needed a secretary to handlo r:zy cail . Doro I quote 

ore lotter? "Lot London, and th e other Regions , l OM to thoir laurels . 

let thee know that t he Horth Section is Cock House! • - froc a St , Ji.e ' s 

fan, of course . 
&.it honestly , it """ fun , and every club and all the hobby wer e 

,nth us , and shared in our succoss , 

* *** • * .. ........... * * * • ... 
* 

YOURS SINCERELY 

( IgtCNstlng lte:s t ro::i the f.dtr.orta Let ta::BM) 

PATRICK 2!,~ICW (E ire ): The J on\W'f ls sue woa 8\.IPerb. Hy psrtlcul.lr l ove Is th e old 

cc.::i.1cs ,o you CM Judge Q d elight M en I reed Hr. Lott a ' art t ele on nm f\m and 

Un~ Coote. 1be tll ust.ratl ons or the rront pases , wtilch you N!'Pl"OduOed , are m,te ,..... 

ptccea . I aust thm.k you tor the wmdtrlul rci,roooott on or PUct ma Herry and Brtd'lt , 

Yltlch you gave us In rec ent l s.sues . Let •a h4VO fU1nY Hond£:r , Coote Cuts Md St.rlbeM.. 

tt, knoWJ.idge or th • old oon lcs da te s rro:ci arotr!d 1~, ao 1t YQll could tql8Qe to 11Ta a 

NprodUC U Cl'l trco Cll8 aroW'ld th:l.t tl ce t IIDuld be thr i lled . Jt waa ~ de li ght to Nad 

tr . r . A. s,t,onCl'• Neffl t ar t icle 3bout tho old papers . I ao QJw.iys lnt 1N1sted In h l a 

ar t lclea . I tl rs t cace t.lKl~r the spell or h is pen .tl en he wa., editor or t.'\e oreu: 

Kegazint. Not auch scope YOO citght th i nk tor Interesting artic l es ln a shorthand 

aecastnc. But he he.s the ci...,glc toUch. 

(Tbc Book Sounlntr .ti t ch t, ewarded ne ry CQ"lth tor the Ster Lit te r or the conth 1011 '° 
fb e sender or the nboYe. OUr r eader wll l t>e pleaaed to ln Ol'I' that another ar t icle troo 

Hr. Syuonds' pen wil l appear In Collect<r s • Digest shortly . - ED. ) 

~r:"! ~~er~ ff~;!: to:,.~ i~~:O:~.~s~t~1:~·~·!:1=.nd 
hOM!Ycr. J ffaS ~ l e t o nod a t cw old C.D•s recen tly . nrxl was surpri sed t o f ind ,t u.t a 

l ot or tnwrest Ul t.N wu ln Nelson Lff at thtt tt.xt . &.S. Broob pboto wu oo w 
COT8?" one we~ Md he also o,tended 1.1 aee tl nc or th e OJ5.S.C. Tbtre t11at bt soce 

ress on tor th e r1.1t llng tnt.erts t In St. F'nrlk'• md f er tr . Brook•' pnaen t l nek or 

Jnt.er ta t . the ro!l,IOO I think I s Ull a. The Edt t.ol' Md other regUlcr wri t.H'S nner o tu 

~ l!f or ~ arlnf Brocb ond St . F'r:!nlt•• mr.-iy wi th R,..llton tana. 
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NEW EDITION. What do 10~ think of the new size? 

~~\\lender 
•!_-~IRN_!.!.!!~U!_D'Jn WOll,TR or f'l{,"?'URIII ~~~ 

\, 1 \o•-. • •l t •• •lil•Utt>>I• .. ~•• ,-"'."~ 

tt,._. . ... _... 

H()I nu:r B!:CAN,..l!Q,_j§ 

F,umy Wonda-began tn Vtctorlan Days , and saw 1760 Issues . 
Closed ln 195}. In Its heyd ay fea tured on the cover th e 
expl oits or Chorll e OlopUn. ----

Apar t rroo th e Lee end 
Blak e sec ti ons, thls iro-
Hm !l ton antt-Brooks ble.s 
M.llS thro ugh the llihol e 
papa- . Ccq)ared " ' Ul 
Htt)dt orth, Bwite r shoM up 
badl.y . Whatever th e Ir 
fault s , th e St. Frank' • 
sto ri es do haT& 'YBrtety and 
acti on. 

au.RlE§ C1llR9HLL (E:ret ti.r ): 
tn the Jan\W'Y Issue lir'. 
Walker or Nottingham PMSed 
sooe d tspnrog tng remaru 
about E.s. Brooks after 
read ing two s. o.L•s, What 
be appar en tly dld not 
r'eal lse w:is Ula.t the)' were 
re-prints of a s eries of 
e ight Ne l sen Lees , md the 
stor ies were he aTllY 
abridged . Since readin g 
Hr. Welk.eris ~ts , I 
have read th ese e tgh t Lees 
aga in Efld eamot rind trl¥ 
d l sct'epenctes a.s t.o months 
or weather, so obY1oual.Y 
the t eult li es wltll th osa 
.t\o Pf'epM'ed the sto rt es 
tcr the s.O .L's and not the 
actual autr.or. 

~ (Li verpo ol): 
~ . (Janum,r ) When 
I drew 1t tro m the ennlape 
I th ought t was go lng 
goggl e-e y'-'d• A l ong • lo,@: 
tlce s tnee t l ost - arx! 
t trat - saw a Pictures nnd 
Ptcture goer , and '1111\.at 
r:i&ciortes it conjur&d up tar 
one Pbo . Jn t.he dlm pas t. 
"m n contln:icd ttlJ:I ran. 
This was a really superb 
Iss ue. it on})' from t.be 
MT elty !Wigl e . aro: I 
heart t l)' enJw ed Jt. 

I..RffllR HJ.RRI§ (Llandudno) I l!lWlt thank you tor th e splendid tribut e you h8'1'e pa td to 
Frriik Rtchard.s with this special Issue or the Dig est. It oecte ne f ee l I r eal lY missed 
sccieth lng by not bet~ a t oll ar,er ot hts cr catton.s. •flu; Jester' thrill ed me; ao did 
•cca tc cuu• • •c ootc Home JoW'!lal ' and •Btg Budget•. I•ci pleased to see )'Ou are now 
reaturl .ng thee In c.o. I enJOJ'ed the nrtlcl e on • p~, th oUgh I think the • Jester-
13Qre deserves th e titl e or King or Coctcs. 'The Col oured Comte• t o which tr. Lott.s t 

refers, , dld ,, not .. S~ilf .. colo~ ror .. lorlf• .,,., .. ,1 .. ~ ... . .. ~ .. , .... , ... rn .. ,, .. .,.,,,., .. .... . ......... ""'"'""'''' ' """'"""" """ " ' """""""'"" ' 
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THE CIIAllGE IN ID1FO 

By R. J . Godsavc 

The detective story hae evol ved a highly per fected techn i quo, and 
at it s bes t a model of construc t ion with good presenta ti on. 

Al though Edsi,.r Allan Poe and \li lkie Collins were th e forerunners 
o{ the modem detective sto ry , it was the introduction of Sher l ock 
Holmes in "A Study in Scar l et " that popular ised t he detec t ive story 
which it has never · since l ost . 

That t he Sherl ock Holmes sto ries which follo wed "A Study in 
Scarl et '' in t he Strand Magazine overshadowed it is poss i bl e, as it is 
perhaps less vell known than the rest of the Holmes stories . Conan 
Doyle 's chief merit laid .in his cris pness and pol i sh . 

The detec t ive s tory has co1r.e in f or sooe criticism becaus e it 
deals in crime and panders to vicious taste f or sensation . But the 
real interest i n stories of crime and mystery i s in the actual 
sol ution . 

The l eisure ly air of the Sherlock Holmes period gradually in 
creased in tempo ri t h t he arrival of t he twentieth century and the 
sci entific and materialistic age . Thus , t he earl y Sexton Blake and 
Nelson Lee Library au thors had to find a new perspe cti ve on which to 
work. 

There is no such thing as a new plot ; only new ways of handling 
an ol d one. For, alt hough human nature does not change, it s complexes 
do. Al though t he man of today i s like his predecessors , he i s unlike 
them in his mental outlook caused by th e ever- changing social condi
tions. It is for this reascn that t he writing,i of autho r s must change 
vi t h t he years . 

* * * * * 
HAMIIJ!"OtlIAII LIBRARY (London O.B. B.C. Secti on) 

'ie nov have 1178 different itec,s of pre-war Hamiltonians availa ble fo r 
loan , covering all periods from 1907 to 1940 . As a r esul t of incr eased 
stocks , we are again prepared to admit a ffflf more postal subs cribers 
whose bona fides can be vouched for by Club llembers 01' friends . If you 
are interested, sent a 3d stamp to Roger Jenkins, "The Firs ," Ea.st ern 
Road; Havant , Hants. 

LIBRARY 'o'ANTS: 7/6d each offered for the following - Cems 3Yl, 755 , 
789. Magnets 751, 1029, 1032 , 1112 , 1114, 1115, 1138, 1139, 1141, 1142, 
1144, 1147, 1150, 1151, 1158, 1162, 1163 , 1164, 1165, 1167, 1168, 1169 , 
1171, 1173, 1174, 1175 , 1177, 1178, 1179, 1181, 1182 , 1248, 1249. 
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GRml ME)lORY 

By John Juk es 

In his autobiografby , Green l!roory , t he late L.A.G. Strong is not 
above taldng n kindly backward glance at the old papers of his youth and 
I quote -

"I owe 0/f father a debt of grat itud e on caey counts, but none core 
than tho cocplcte frecdoc he gave c:e to read what I liked, Penny dread
fuls, bloods and comics he let co read to r;ry heart ' s content , despite 
reoons tranc cs fro o friends and r elations, sa,ying that , if I had aey 
t aste at all I should grow out of thee, and that, if he interfered, he 
would add to the attractions of the cham of the illegal. He was 
ri ght . I did grow out of t hee; but I enjoyed them, and I learned 
from them at least one les son of the writer ' s croft; tho need to keep 
a story coving , and to hold the readers attention all the t in> . I uell 
reoembor how, afto r reading one Dick Turpin for the second tioe, I put 
it down with a deep sigh of satisfaction and exclai.ned aloud , ' That ' s 
a jolly good story '. It was an embryo craftsman's verdict . I approved 
the more because I saw how it had been done. 

It was good to be a boy in the first decade of the century , when 
t.oe Augustan age of the Penny dreadful was founder ing in a blaze of 
glory . There was the Dick Turpin library, four penny nunbers a month , 
twenty four pages each, with a coloure d frontispiece. The f avourite 
autho r was Stephen H. Agnew, the favourite artist Richard Prowse . He 
signed hi=e lf R. P. and he drew really well. I say t his the more 
boldly because I found, cany years later , that n>vid Low i s of th e 
sace opinion. Nearly all the col oured covers of the various Aldine 
House li br aries , Claude Duval, Robin Hood, Jack Sheppard , .Buffs.lo Bill 
were Prowse I s ;rork . His chief understudy F . W. Boyington , was less 
skilful. 

Aoong the weeklies were the Ge:::, ~t and the Marvel, with 
J ack , Sam and Pete , which introduced professional bo:ting and eleoentm:y 
econocics , such as t he price Sac paid for a suit. Or the cooic papers, 
my favourite was Collie Cuts, fe a turing Gertie the regimental mule, a 
versatile beast of phencoenal kicking powers, engaged in perpetual 
warfare wit h one Private Raw, whan she always defeated . She was a 
bri lliant creation, and I courn her declse . 

At t.oe oth er end , aristoc r at of boy' s papers , there """ the 
Captain , in which P.G. Wodehouse was writing the best ahd cost natural 
series of schoo l stories that eve r appeared. The Captain was flY 
favourite , but I sooetimes condescended to the Boys Own Paper, and 
.. __ .. ,,..._ ,,.,om,./lfflf _ _,,_...,.,,,,. ,,.,.._..,,,,..,,_111..,...,.,, __ ,.,,,, .. ,.,,m.,Hl,.,,'"""""'..,.,,,,,,.,_,,,,_,,,, ,,,,_ ,.,.m,,,,,,, 
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even to Chums. I sent to Chum the first short st ory I ever wrot e. It 
was imitative and the peper very properly returned it." 

After .reading this, one might add - "Vise father , lucky boy.• 

* * * * * * * * * 

4 FREE COLOURED Tfi.V SFER PHOTOS 
OF FAMOUS FOOTBALLERS Inside. 

Anot her popular Boys 1 !'!,per between th e vars. 

* * * * * 
RA VE A SIIO'l' AT OUR Y.ONT!!LY co;;PETITION 

* * * * * ------ -.. . .. -----· P\bllshed by Eric r:r,ne , Excelsior House. Grove Roa:t, SU:rbtt.on. 
DupUcat.ed bf Tork [q,ltcatl~ Servic es , 12a fbe Sb.ambles, Torie 


